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Seb Michaud at 
Sochi, Russia, 2009. 

AFTER JUST TWO YEARS, THE FREERIDE WORLD 
TOUR IS ALREADY THE LARGEST CONTEST 
IN BIG-MOUNTAIN SKIING. BUT WILL 
IT CROSS OVER AND MAKE THE  
AVERAGE SKIER CARE?

ENTER THE  
DANCING 
MONKEYS
BY MEGAN MICHELSON
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BUT GIVEN THE 
CURRENT ECONOMIC 
UNCERTAINTY, THE 
FREERIDE WORLD 
TOUR’S BUBBLE 

COULD POP AT ANY 
MOMENT. RECENT 
TOURS LIKE THIS 

HAVE FAILED BEFORE.

Thibaud Duchosal 
at Sochi. 

 Nicolas Hale-Woods  
 at Verbier, Switzerland, 2009. 

The Sochi venue. 

Richard Permin at 
Sochi. 

The judges at Sochi. 

Sochi. 

The podium at Sochi. D
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“IN THE PAST,  
THESE TYPES OF 
[BIG-MOUNTAIN]
COMPETITIONS 

HAVE BEEN ONE-OFF, 
OUTLAW EVENTS 

HELD IN EUROPE OR 
ALASKA,” SAYS  

GLEN PLAKE.

Verbier. 
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AND NOW THEY STOMP. ONE  
AFTER THE OTHER. MANY OF 

THEM CARVE HIGH-SPEED TURNS 
DOWN THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN 
AND THEN, WITHOUT HESITATION, 

LAUNCH THE 50-FOOT NOSE,  
STICKING THE LANDING.

Henrik Windstedt 
at Squaw Valley. 

Squaw Valley, 
2009. 
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“I WANTED TO 
MODEL THIS 

TOUR AFTER THE 
PRO SURF TOUR, 
WHICH IS VERY 

FLEXIBLE,” SAYS 
NICOLAS HALE-
WOODS OVER  

A BEER. 

Sverre Liliequist  
at Verbier. 

The winner: Ducroz.

Richard Permin 
(le!) and Aurélien 
Ducroz at Verbier. 
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ENTER THE DANCING MONKEYS


