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“Few places in the world are as big as alaska, and immediately after stepping out of 
the heli angel was already taking in the scenery and the scale. it was her second trip 
to aK (her first was earlier in the winter) and first time on the Knik glacier, a new zone 
that teton gravity research was pioneering.”
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angel takes her first run on the Knik 
glacier—and flashes it perfectly.
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angel Collinson was in the tramline at Snowbird, UT on a pow-
der day last March when her phone rang. It was Teton Gravity 
Research producer Greg Epstein. 

“Hey, Pixy Stick,” he said (Collinson’s candy-eating habit on big 
trips had earned her the new, regrettable nickname). “There’s this 
spot on a trip to Alaska. Can you make it?” 
 The tramline kept moving, but Collinson stood still, frozen in 
disbelief. “I felt like I won the universe’s lottery or some online 
sweepstakes,” Collinson remembers. “‘Congratulations! You’ve 
been selected for a trip to Alaska with legends Seth Morrison, Dana 
Flahr and Sage Cattabriga-Alosa! Click for details!’ Filming with 
TGR is something I’ve fantasized about since I was about 10 years 
old. But I never thought it would actually play out.”
 “Are you there?” Epstein asked over the silence.
 Collinson jolted back to reality. “Um, yeah,” she said, trying to 
contain her excitement, “I think I can make it.”

three  years ago,  nobody knew who Angel Collinson was. In 
2009, she was a 19-year-old, just-retired ski racer from Snowbird, 
UT—an accomplished athlete, striking blonde with the delicately 
strong frame of a rock climber. In 2010, while a full-time college 
student at the University of Utah, Collinson decided to enter the 
Subaru Freeskiing World Tour (FWT), a multi-stop series of big-
mountain contests. 
 Her rookie year on the tour she won the overall women’s title; 
the next year she won the title again, as well as placing second 
overall in the European Freeride World Tour, and this last winter 
she earned another second overall title for both the FWT and Euro-
pean Freeride World Tour. As pro freeskier Ingrid Backstrom puts 
it, “With results like Angel has had in her first few years of contests, 
people are going to take notice.” 
 And take notice they have. This fall, Collinson appeared in Teton 
Gravity Research’s newest film, The Dream Factory. It was her first time 
working with a major moviemaking company, and for a newcomer 
this type of invitation—to film in Alaska alongside some of the ski 

industry’s most-established big-mountain veterans—is relatively 
unheard of. But Collinson is anything but usual, and, vat of candy in 
hand, she’s handled even the most difficult situations—both on and 
off the mountain—with strength and wisdom beyond her experience. 

Coll inson,  noW 22,  can spend hours telling stories of what 
it was like to grow up in Utah’s Little Cottonwood Canyon as one of 
few families who lived in Snowbird’s employee housing. Her dad, 
Jim Collinson, was an assistant director of snow safety at Snowbird 
for 30 years. Her mom, who once homeschooled her kids, now 
works as a caretaker at vacation chalets up the canyon at Alta. 
 “We lived right across the road from the ski resort,” Collinson 
says, “so, on snowy days, we’d just ski across the street.”
 Growing up, Angel and her brother Johnny shared a 5-by-12-foot 
bedroom—“more like a closet,” Angel says. Johnny, now 20, is also 
an accomplished skier and mountaineer—at age 17, he became the 
youngest person to climb the highest peaks on all seven continents, 
and has also done well on the Freeskiing World Tour.
 Johnny is also Angel’s best friend and favorite ski partner. The 
two siblings still live together, and they’re currently building a 
home at the base of the canyon for them and their parents. “We 
help each other and understand each other,” Collinson says of her 
brother. “Our life paths have continued to be parallel, and I don’t 
see them splitting anytime soon.”
 Because their dad had a seasonal job when they were kids, once 
school was out for the summer the family would pile into a reno-
vated 1979 blue Ford van. They’d drive around the West, parking 
at trailheads and spending weeks backpacking and camping. “We 
were whisked away from society in this little van,” Collinson says of 
the trips, which continued until she turned 15 and ski racing began 
to fill her summer months. “All we had was each other and some 
rocks and pinecones.” 
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“We had a lot of opportunities to do no-cost sars 
(snow assessment runs) on the trip, so we took a 
ton of free laps—for safety’s sake.”
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angel’s not afraid of big faces or steep 
spines—she’s also not afraid of a little airtime. 
in flight midline on the Knik glacier. 

 As a racer, she qualified for World Juniors and consistently 
placed at the top of her field. But, at age 18, when she missed the 
cut for the US Ski Team, she decided she’d had enough of racing. 
She enrolled with a full academic scholarship at the University of 
Utah to study environmental law. 
 Collinson wanted to keep skiing even though she was going to 
school, which is how she ended up on the Freeskiing World Tour. 
“I’d go to the comps and study really hard—school was always my 
priority,” she says. “I ended up winning the overall and realized it 
was something I might actually have a future in. It felt like a blessing 
to come into this arena that’s more fun and free, with more room 
for growth than racing—and to actually do well at it.” 
 Watching Collinson compete in a big-mountain contest, her 
strength and confidence is obvious—a racer’s technique mixed 
with a hard-charging, adventurous style. Her line choice appears 
calculated, as if she’d memorized the route in her sleep.
 “It’s obvious that Angel approaches each freeride competition 
very analytically,” says 2011 Freeskiing World Tour champion Drew 
Tabke. “It’s as if each competition is a test that she studies for and 
aces every time. When I watch her runs, I’m always struck with this 
feeling of, ‘Oh, so that’s where the winning line is.’ She just always 
has it dialed.”
 She also has an intense ability to maintain mental focus, even 
when her entire world comes crashing down around her.

the F irst  t ime i  saW  Collinson compete in person, she was the 
defending overall champ and clear favorite at the Kirkwood, CA 
stop of the 2011 Freeskiing World Tour—instant added pressure. 
Then, on the first day of the contest, her boyfriend Ryan Hawks 
threw a backflip off a cliff and landed on a hidden rock, suffer-
ing severe internal injuries causing him to be airlifted to a nearby 
trauma center. 
 The following day, Collinson returned to the venue, even 
though many thought she might withdraw from the competition 
due to Ryan’s injuries. She skied a smart line, piecing together a few 
small airs and linking fluid, high-speed turns. “I just wanted to ski a 
strong, fast line,” she told me after her run, as composed as ever. 
 She won the contest that day, then immediately drove to the 
hospital to visit Ryan, who died a day later. Ryan’s death affected 
her severely—it made her more conscious of her decisions and the 
risks involved—but it didn’t stop her from skiing or competing. 
 “Everyone deals with death differently,” she says now, 18 months 
after Ryan’s death. “Ryan was such a lover of life. He would go out 
and ski on rainy days and come back in the door laughing and say-
ing it was the best day ever. He made me realize that this moment 
will never happen again; the present is all we have. He often said, 
‘You can’t always change your situation, but you can change your 
attitude.’ That really stuck with me.”
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“When you’re with the likes of seth morrison, sage 
Cattabriga-alosa and dana Flahr, it says a lot when 
you have one of the most well-skied lines of the 
day—especially when it starts with a mandatory, 
dangerously-exposed traverse. our guide was on the 
radio giving her instructions on how to get to the line, 
and was surprised when she cut him off. she was 
already on top of the thing.”
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aFter  the  traml ine  call from Epstein, Collinson flew to Alaska, 
spending two weeks skiing the Knik Glacier with Seth Morrison, 
Dana Flahr and Sage Cattabriga-Alosa. They scouted and skied the 
kind of lines about which Collinson had always fantasized: steep, 
textured spines jutting vertically from the valley floor, and wide, 
snow-covered aprons curved like shoulder blades. The deliberate, 
high-speed style Angel’s known for in big-mountain contests trans-
lated well to film, proving she could hang with the best of them.
 “Angel nailed it,” TGR co-owner Todd Jones says. “She got good 
shots and she has a great presence in the film. She’s smart and tal-
ented and is definitely one to watch—I think her best is yet to come.”
 This winter, Collinson is shifting her priorities to filming; she’ll 
compete in big-mountain contests only when they fit into her sched-
ule. She has also put college on hold for now, but she’s committed 
to returning to her education down the road. Throughout her 
rapid rise to success, it’s not fame Collinson is after; she couldn’t 
care less about whether or not people know who she is. She skis 
because it’s what she loves to do more than anything in the world. 
“When you meet Angel, you just see it,” says Sam Petri, web content 
manager at Teton Gravity Research. “She oozes skiing.”
 Collinson says she’s taken everything that’s happened to her—
both triumphant and tragic—and tried to learn from it. She’s worked 
to become a better athlete and a better human being. “Angel is an 
amazing skier and competitor, but I think what stands out to me most 
about her is her incredibly positive outlook on life,” says Backstrom, 
who Collinson calls one of her idols. “In a difficult situation when 
most people would freak out or get negative, Angel stays calm. Her 
energy is both calming and infectious.” 
 It’s this attitude, this perspective on life, hardship and strength, 
that has made Collinson a success. Even at 22, she seems to have a 
grasp on the world around her that some people never obtain. 
 “A friend said to me, ‘You have to see past the wires,’” she says. 
“You see a lot of telephone and electrical wires in this world, even 
in the middle of nowhere. For me, I really enjoy being in the places 
where you can’t see the wires.”
 Following her namesake, Collinson has done just that, float-
ing above the challenges and tangles that have been thrown her 
way. And, even if she has been surprised by her success, she has 
handled—and continues to handle—all it entails, good and bad, 
with power, grace and a healthy serving of Pixy Stix. 
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