_ PHoToGRrAPH By Sofia Jaramillo

Ways to Playin
the Snow This Year

After a challenging summer, we're all wondering what the ski season
has in store. Don’t worry: resorts are working hard to open and ensure

a safe experience for everyone, and there are plenty of other ways to
delight in the white stuff. Here’s the lowdown.
BY MEGAN MICHELSON
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#1 Get

Backcountry
Educated

With built-in social distanc-
ing in uncrowded terrain,
heading out of bounds will be
popular this winter. If you're
trying it for the first time or
it’s been a while, signing up for
abackcountry safety course

is essential. At Jackson Hole
Mountain Resort in Wyoming, a
new backcountry ski camp de-
buts this winter with two group
clinics, slated for January 12

to 15 and February 1 to 4 (from
$1,760). The resort’s expert
guides will also offer one-on-
one clinics on avalanche safety,
route selection, and touring
skills in the area’s first-rate
sidecountry terrain.

At Vermont’s Bolton Valley
Resort, 24 miles east of Burling -
ton, you’ll need to purchase a
ticket to access its backcountry
(from $13), but its beginner-
friendly terrain makes it a good
place to learn. You can rent '
touring gear, take a lesson, sign
up for a guided group or private
tour, and even book one of two
backcountry huts.

If you’re on the West Coast,
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Alpenglow Expeditions leads
everything from sidecountry
tours out the gates of Squaw
Valley (from $105) to Avalanche
1 courses ($525) to introduc-
tory backcountry field days
(from $199), where you’ll learn
the basics of route planning,
avalanche safety and tips on
efficient skinning.

Many backcountry courses
will be virtual this winter
because of the COVID-19
pandemic. The American
Institute for Avalanche Re-
search and Education’s Level
1 course will be taught by both
the Apex Mountain School in
Vail, Colorado ($565), and the
American Alpine Institute in
Bellingham, Washington ($435).
Classwork can be conducted
virtually via Apex’s Flex option,
while the AAT will host evening
Zoom meetings. On-site field
days will be held in the Vail area
and the mountains east of Bell-
ingham or Seattle, respectively.

#2 Book Your

Own Ski Hill

In southern Utah’s Tushar
Mountains, Eagle Point Resort
offers a splurge-worthy option

Snowmobiling an alpine
trail; left, Backcountry
skiing near Vermont’s
Bolton Valley

torent out the entire ski area
for you and a few friends for the
day. It'll cost you $10,000, but
includes private access to 650
acres, five lifts, and some excel -
lent tree skiing.

#3 Ride a Fat Bike
Frpm Flagstaff’s Arizona Nordic
Village and North Fork Park
outside Ogden, Utah, to New
Hampshire’s Bretton Woods
Nordic Center, many resorts and
nordic ski areas are opening up
to fat-tire bikes as a way to get
mmore people outside this winter.
If you want to rip fresh cordu-
Ioy on a bike, Colorado’s Crested
'I?utte Mountain Bike Associa-
10N grooms 22 miles of
and the Crested Butte Nf)l;)cg(e:s
Center has six miles of trails on
igcal e:l}sl:ements for fat biking. In
w0, the Alpj i
bikes (from 3‘%)‘:1(1)‘)Ee et
For a downhil]- nly experi-

ge (day pa

$3p) h:'as lift-serzelc)i ;:tfl;?&g
this winter on three select trajlg
totaling three miles, or tegt
your endurance op, its 37-mile
nordic-traj] System ($17), whi h
1s also open to fat bikers, s

#4 Ski

This winter, Steamboat SkiRe-
sort in Colorado will offer First
Tracks lift tickets for those who
want to load into the gondola
starting at 7:45 A.M. You'llget
access to the Sundown Express,
Sunshine, and South Peak ifts _
45 minutes before everyoneelsé.

(from $39).
#5 ...0r Late

Strap on a super-strength
headlamp and take the Ram*
charger 8 lift at Montana's B
Sky Resort. From Wednesdfl}’te
through Saturday, joinapri® ;
guide starting at 6 P.M. for nigh
skiing, a new offering at thé
resort (from $425 for upt0 ¢
people). You'll have select

to yourself as the moonTises

over Lone Peak.

#6 Stay in

Your Hut

Bunking in a communal

backcountry hut likely

won't ﬂY

this winter, So it's a good

some are sized just right
small group and can be b2

in their entirety.
In 2018, the Thelma
opened in Colorado’s S

fora

oked

Hut
anJud®
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WHAT COVID-READY RESORT SKIING WILL LOOK LIKE

Ski areas have been hard

at work on new operational
plans, with guidance from
local and state health direc-
tors. While you won’t be
able to pile into a gondola
with randos or share nachos
at the lodge, you'll still ski
powder with friends. It’ll just
look a little different.

Across the board, masks
will be required in all com-
munal areas. Social distanc-
ing will be practiced: give a
ski’s length in line, and look
for one-way signage in and
out of the lodge. Here’s
what else you can expect
to see.

Reservations Required
All 34 Vail Resorts in the
U.S. will start the season
with a reservation system,
which means if you have

an Epic Pass, you'll need to
book your ski day before .
you arrive. Up to seven ski
days can be reserved weeks
ahead of time—say, for

that big trip you have
planned to Breckenridge—
while an unlimited number
of days can be booked
week-of, pending availability.
Lift tickets for these resorts
will be on sale starting De-
cember 8; plan to buy those
online in advance. Others,
including Copper Mountain
and Snowbird, will also
require parking reservations.
You'll likely see reservation
requirements or limited ca-
pacity at most resorts, so be
sure to check online before
you £0.

Contactless
Transactions

Advanced apps and other
digital services will move ey-
erything from ordering food
to booking lessons online.

If resorts didn’t have RFID
gates to check lift tickets
and passes before, they
probably do now: California’s
Sugar Bowl and Colorado’s
Arapahoe Basin are just

two that are debuting new

touchless RFID gates this
winter.

Lift Loading

Expect to ride chairlifts only
with ihe 8roup you showed
up With, as most resorts will
require distancing on trams
gondolas, and shuttles. Jack-
son Hole Mountain Resort
plans to reopen its Iegendary
100-person tram to the top
df Rendezvous Peak with
Iirnited capacity. Lift lines

will also be redesigned to
promote socija| distancing.

lF=ood to Go

ood service will still exi

but iopk for resortg ts )nlwsg\,/e
all dining Outdoors, Takeout
offerings will be vastly im-
Proved, too. At Alpine Mead-
Ows in Northern California
the slopeside Mogrog Café
at' the base of Subway Chair
Will now offer take-home
fondde and raclette kits, in
addition to outdoor dining

Mountains, just half amile
from Highway 550 south ofRed
Mountain Pass, and not far from
Silverton Mountain. The sleek,
solar-powered cabin sleeps eight
in separate quarters and canbe
booked for private groups (from -
$480) or as part of aguided
touring trip with Peak Mountait
Guides (from $460 per day,pits =
the cost of the hut). ‘
In Montana’s TobaccoRoot =
Range, 90 minutes west of Bo%" =
man, the Bell Lake Yurt sleeps
eight in a cozy 20-foot retreat
set at 8,500 feet. Big SkyBack”
country Guides has exclusivé
access to 14,000 surrounding
acres, which includes everyt |
from low-angle trees tosteeP ¢
couloirs. Book a private, W |
fully catered excursion (fro™ i i
$225 per person), or overm! ) i
the yurt (from $360 per nigh "”1 i
Plan aresort day at Bridger :
Ski Area (from $35), 70miles &
east, after your trip. s
Part of the Vermont Hul 4
sociation, the tiny 25054 it
foot Nulhegan Confluencé st
located in the state’s Nort
Kingdom and a ﬁve-mﬂ'“lt:I :
walk from the property SP*
area, fits six people in aSI¢¢




loft and downstairs futon (from
$80). There’s easy access to
snowshoeing and snowmobiling
trails, backcountry terrain, and
resort skiing at Burke Mountain,
50 minutes away (from $56).

#7 Learn How to
Winter Camp

Near Heavenly Ski Resort in
Northern California, book a
guide from Tahoe Jack’s Adven-
ture Authority for an overnight
snowshoeing expedition. You’ll
hike into the backcountry and
set up a base camp. Gear, meal
preparation, and just the right
amount of instruction are
included (from $325).

Or sign up with the Moun-
taineers, a Seattle-based
organization leading an online
winter-camping course in
December (from $75), paired
with an overnight snowshoeing
and camping field trip to Mount
Rainier in February.

It may be hard to imagine
winter camping within Min-
nesota’s sprawling Boundary
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness,
but gear sleds and a proper
tent setup make it possible to
explore the 1.1 million acres
without advanced nordjctskl-
ing skills. Sign up for a guld.ed
trip with Ely outfitter Piragls
Northwoods Company. With a
starter package, a guide selects
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a good spot, helps you haul in
your equipment, and sets up
camp—all the while teaching
you winter-camping skills—and
then leaves you for the night
(from $250). The next day, you
can ice-fish for trout or hit

up the area’s extensive cross-
country trails.

#8 Snowmoabile or
Dogsled to Hot Springs
Guides from Idaho’s Brundage
Mountain Ski Resort, 116 miles
north of Boise, lead snowmobile
tours (from $249) to four steam-
ing mineral pools at Burgdorf
Hot Springs, which plans to
reopen this winter after a long
COVID-19 closure. (Check its
opening status before you go.)

In Wyoming, the Teton Tour
Company offers a 20-mile
guided snowmobile tour in
Bridger-Teton National Forest
that ends up at Granite Hot
Springs, a developed pool en-
hanced by the Civilian Conser-
vation Corps in 1935 (from $275),
For a more luxurious experience
the 40-suite Amangani (from |
$800) in Jackson runs daylong
guided snowmobile or dogsled
excursions to Granite (from $700
per couple).

Deep in Montana’s largest
national forest—Beaverhead -
Deerlodge—the 3.6-mile Miner
Lake Snowmobile Trail traceg

along the Lower Miner Lakes to
Elkhorn Hot Springs, located
four miles north of Maverick
Mountain ski resort. Rent your
snowmobile in the town of Dil-
lon from Beaverhead Adventures
(from $190), which can arrange
delivery, and spend the night

at one of 12 rustic cabins at the
springs (from $80).

#9 Skin Up
at a Resort
If it seems counterintuitive to
make your own way uphill at
aplace where chairlifts exist,
then consider this: unlike the
backcountry, resorts conduct
av'alfanghe mitigation, so you can
minimize the worry and tour in a
safer setting. Also, many resorts
allow uphill traffic outside of
normal lift operating hours, so
you can avoid crowded slopes
and squeeze in a lap or two be-
fore or after your workday.
. Colorado’s Aspen Snowmass
is kpgwu for its liberal uphill
pqhmes at all four of its moun-
tains. At Snowmass, Highlands
and Buttermilk, you can skin up;
all day along designated routes
marked by Orange signs. At Ajax
1you haye to stick to the early or ;
:.te shift—before ¢ AM. or after
“45P.M.~when the lifts aren’t
m{tmmg- If you opt for dawn
patrol, aprgg at Bonnie’s, the
restaurant locateq rm'dsl’ope on

Aspen Mountain, for coffee an
oatmeal pancakes.

A few other resorts that alloy
uphill access on designated
routes throughout the day:
Sugar Bowl in California, Cryst
Mountain in Washington, and
Sunday River in Maine. Not st
if your local hill allows skinnié
The U.S. Ski Mountaineering
Association keeps an
list of resort policies.

#10 Book a Private
Snowcat for Your Pod
Why not use social distancing®
an excuse to splurge onyour
private tractor for a daymn {
backcountry? At Maine's U8
arloaf Mountain, you cai

a private cat Monday ‘igl:o
Thursday for up to12peoP ;n
lap the sidecountry ter .
Burnt Mountain (rat;is und
able as of press time):

At HonFewood Momwsfill:;
sort, a family-friendly ¢¢ o
tion near Tahoe, C_ahfom‘a'
resort-operated nme'Pe"rSi o
snowcat takes sl(ciiers ;éls 0
out the gates and act
acres ofg;learby Ellis Peak(ff‘;;m
striking views of the Jake
$3,000 for a group)-

#11 Take Up
Skate Skiing ;.o
You won't finda morekate sk”
winter workout than®



ing. But you’ve got to get your
technique down to be efficient
and smooth, so take a lesson

if you’re new to the sport. The
outfitter White Pine Touring in
Park City, Utah, offers private
and group skate-skiing lessons
at White Pine Nordic Center, as
well as guided outings on cross-
country skis along the area’s
trails or into the Uinta Moun-
tains (from $50).

Twenty-five miles south of
Whiteface Mountain, one of the
High Peaks in New York’s Ad-
irondack Mountains, take a pri-
vate or group skate lesson (from
$25) on 34 miles of trails at newly
renovated Mount Van Hoeven-
berg Cross Country Ski Center,
and ski to a hut where waffles are
served by a crackling fire.

#12 Shred at a Back-
country Resort

Imagine a ski area with no
chairlifts and no grooming. But
there’s avalanche control, pre-
set skin tracks, guiding, rental
gear, and a base lodge. That’s the
idea behind Bluebird Backcoun-
try, which opened last winter for
a 14-day trial season with 400
patrolled acres on a ranch north
of Kremmling, Colorado, 40
minutes southeast of Steamboat
Mountain. Unlike cross-country
resorts such as White Grass in
West Virginia, Bluebird is all
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about big vertical. The resort is
set to reopen at a new, nearby
location on December 24 with
4,200 acres and a broader
range of slope angles. Advance
reservations are required for
non-pass holders, since only
200 skiers and riders are allowed
on the mountain each day. New
this year, you can park your van
or RV in the lot for slopeside
lodging (day passes from $50,
season passes from $350).

#13 Snowshoe

a Frozen River

About six miles south of Lutsen
Mountains Ski and Summer
Resort, on Minnesota’s North
Shore, snowshoeing gets a lot
more exciting with the help

of frozen waterways. Hike up
the ice-shrouded Onion River,
whose trail is accessed via the
Ray Berglund Wayside, before
passing through a canyon lined
with towering icicles. Rumor has
it the locals ski down the frozen
waterfalls, but we recommend
sticking to snowshoes. Sawtooth
Qutfitters, nine miles south
from the resort, rents equipment
(from $18).

4 Expl
fro Midwests
Bounty

Yes, Michigan has backcountry
skiing. What Keweenaw Penip, -

a, Michigan; left,
ing, Utah

Mount Bohemi
White Pineé Tour

sula lacks in vertical drop it more
than makes up for in snowfall,
thanks to its northern location
on the Upper Peninsula and
the surrounding waters of Lake
Superior. Here you’ll find short,
steep pitches and some of the
deepest powder in the Midwest
(more than 300 inches fell last
year—an amount that rivals
Telluride, Colorado, and Park
City, Utah).
: Near the tip of Keweenaw
1s Mount Bohemia (from $85).
The resort has 585 acres of
ungroomed runs, including
shprt backcountry laps through
quely spaced glades and slopes
with 900 vertical feet. “The
snowpack here has a bunch of
m01stur'e, so the snow sticks to
everything, and there are tons
of fe.atures to jump off” says
Collin Rehm, a freesking coach
in _Iac'kson Hole who grew upin
M{c':hlgan and spent four winters
skiing the UP. After a day on the
slopes, take a soak at the on-
m(;;lntain Nordic Spa.
Tyou're looking for m
ierlous Midwestern backgg?.m-
1Y, head 107 miles southwest
to the hills aroung Michigan’
Porcupi i e
Pine Mountains Wilder-
hess State Park, which h y
Ay ($68) as four
b across 60,000 acre
at can be strung togeth X
Proper hut-to 1o : kgiet er fora
As for other unexpec?:c;.

backcountry destinations,
East Coast skiers should check
out newly gladed backcountry
zones across New Hampshire
and western Maine, includ-
ing Cooley-Jericho Glade, near
Cannon Mountain Ski Resortid
the town of Franconia, and the
Black and White Glade in Rum*
ford, 72 miles north of Po
They’re part of a projectby
Granite Backcountry Alliancé,
an organization that's working
with private landowners and
local conservation groups 0
velop more of these areasa
the two states.

On the West Coast, inadeet”
snow winter you canba ;
try ski an hour east of Los Ang®
les. You can summit crests .
10,064~ foot Mount SanAnto%
and 8,985-foot Telegraph pesk
right out the gates of MOU™,
Baldy Resort in the San Gaort
Mountains.

#15 Party on a Tube
Apreés-ski dance parties®®
crowded bars may not be@
idea this winter, but you*
boogie under disco lights'o(;my
an inner tube. You'll fin
night-tubing sessions &
Valley Alpine Meadows ™ s
Northern California, Of’ego
Mount Hood, Colorado’s s
Keystone, and Pennsy 1
Camelback.



