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Wooden Earth

Geologist turn
his zest form
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fyou truly love Utah’s Little Cortonwood

Canyon, then You will recognize that narrow

gorge flanked by Steep mountains when it is
made in a three-dimensional form out of a chunk
of wood. Same goes for California’s conical Mount
Shasta, or the string of Hawaiian volcanoes, or
Oregon’s sunken Crater Lake. If you know those

geographies well, you will have no trouble spotting
them in walnut or oak.

Grant Kaye has had this vision since the early
2000s, when he was a young geologist working

in digital cartography. “I was fascinated by
mountains and shaded relief, like digital elevation
models,” he says. “I was always thinking, How
awesome would it be to manifest that in realiry?
Like, to make a map of a volcano, but in 3D form?”

It would take decades—and a few fortuitous
circumstances—for him to get there, butin 2023
Kaye and his friend, a woodworker named Mike
Crabb, have created 3D mountain landscapes like
nothing you’ve seen before.

But first, let’s backrrack. Born on the then-
undeveloped Hawaiian island of Lana‘i, where his
dad was a documentary photographer and they
lived among the pineapple fields, Kaye used to
help his father develop photos in the darkroom.
Later, he attended Colorado College, where he
majored in geology and started a freeride ski club.
During that time, he did an internship with the
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory, an agency of the
U.S. Geological Survey, where he worked lon a
iect mapping Mauna Loa, an active volcano
5:10::; islarl:tfongawaii, and honed his skills if}
digital cartography. After watching a M.a::chsuck
Productions ski movie shotin California’s Lake
Tahoe area and visiting for spring break, Kaye
fell in love with the region and moved there after

graduzting.
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2012, he'd taken a leap, quitting the desk job he
didn’t love and deciding to give photography a

try. He ended up finding his niche in outdoor-
photography workshops. He'd take groups to
Alaska or Iceland and teach them how to shoot the
aurora borealis, or he'd show people in Tahoe how
to capture their camper vans under the Milky Way.

Okay, stay with us, but now picture life-

size 16th-century Spanish galleon pirate ship,
reproduced by a bunch of misfits heading to
Burning Man. “I got asked to make this propane-
flame cannon system that shot fircballs out of
the top of the mast,” Kaye says. Because yes, that
is just a skill he is capable of. (He’s a very handy

guy.)

After Burning Man, that group of friends,
including Kaye, began renting a warehouse in
Reno, Nevada, about 30 minutes from Truckee,
to store the tools they’d used to build the ship.
“We were all like, “We need a place where we

can get together and make stuff,’” Kaye recalls.
“‘And teach people how to do the things that we
know how to do.”” With that idea, the Truckee
Roundhouse—the mountain town’s first official
maker’s space—was born. The group acquired
grant money and local investments to open a
community maker’s space in late 2016 inside a
3,400-square-foot warchouse near the Truckee
airport. These days, it has five workshops for
wood, metal, textiles, ceramics, and technology,
including high-tech machines like 2 CNC laser
cutter and 3D printers. Members can sign up to
use the space and guests can come for classes on
everything from sewing to pot throwing.

“In our society, there’s an alarming trend of
people not being able to make, build, and fix
things. We have this throwaway consumer culture:
If it’s broken, just get a new one,” Kaye says.
“This space has always been about nurturing
community, providing a space for people to come
together and safely learn how to use tools and
make things to achieve their vision.”

When COVID hit in 2020, the pandemic canceled
all in-person teaching, and Kaye’s photograph
classes shurtered. He and his wife had 5 9-monyth-
old baby at the time. Kaye took care of his
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