
Getting to Kirkwood requires dedication. You’ll drive 
a windy, two-lane highway 35 miles from South Lake 
Tahoe through dramatic rock canyons to reach the 
resort’s snow-drenched peaks. Kirkwood’s summit 
elevation of 9,800 feet and its U-shaped canyon walls 
mean storms pummel off the Sierra Nevada’s jagged 
Pacific Crest and deliver more snow—a whopping 600 
inches per year—than anywhere in Tahoe. The resort’s 
remote locale means on a powder day, you can lap the 

bowls on Cornice Express or the glades under The Wall 
and feel like you have all 2,300 acres to yourself. 

Here, a nostalgic T-bar delivers you to a high-alpine 
ridge, the après-ski pub dates back to 1864 and Glen 
Plake made the resort’s plunging chutes famous by 
tumbling down the Heart Chute. Don’t fret: It’s not 
all extreme. The Timber Creek area offers a perfectly 
pitched, self-contained learner’s zone, and 42 percent of 
the resort’s terrain suits beginners and intermediates. 

KIRKWOOD
A ski resort like no other, Kirkwood delivers with abundant snowfall and delightfully 

quirky character, putting it on every skier’s bucket list. By Megan Michelson
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PLAYING WITH 
GRAVITY Kirkwood’s 
legendary steeps 
make for adrenaline-
inducing descents.



Chairlifts at Kirkwood when 
the resort opened in 1971

4
Inches of snow that fell in the record-setting winter of 1983, 

enough to cover Washington’s head at Mount Rushmore 

756
Kilometers of Nordic trails, 
the length of two marathons

87

BRAGGING RIGHTS Follow the 
tracks of Olympians and rubber-
kneed big-mountain skiers by skiing 
the route—The Wall to Snowsnake 
Gully—where downhill ski champion 
and X Games star Daron Rahlves 
stages his annual Banzai event, a high-
speed, skier-cross-style race that pits 
riders head-to-head. Watch the action 
in person during the February event—
the resort began permitting uphill 
spectators last winter.

MANICURED The off-piste terrain 
here is renowned, but in recent years, 
the resort has boosted the number 
of runs it grooms and added more 

winch cats for high-angle grooming 
machines to ensure freshly crafted 
corduroy on some of the steeper runs.  

GET SCHOOLED Even if you don’t 
plan on heading out of bounds, you 
can learn essential backcountry safety 
for all levels through a one-of-a-kind 
adventure program dubbed Expedition: 
Kirkwood. The resort is one of few 
places where you can take a certified 
backcountry safety seminar in a 
controlled, inbounds setting. 

IN THE OUTBACK On sunny days, 
head to the Sunrise Grill, Kirkwood’s 
only midmountain dining, located 
in a historic log cabin at the base 
of Chairs 3 and 4. Pull up a beach 
chair and tuck into a burger made of 
locally sourced beef.

RENEW YOU After a day of  
ripping the steeps, relax and recharge 
with a deep-tissue or hot-stone 
treatment in the village’s Body Slopes 
Massage. Or stretch tired legs with 
a free midweek yoga class, offered 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays in the  
Red Cliffs lodge. EL
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General Store 
Stock up on groceries for 
the condo or pop in for 
espresso and made-to-
order breakfast burritos. 

209.258.7294

Kirkwood Inn
Standing sentry at the 
resort’s entrance, this 

historic log structure was 
originally built as a way 
station for 19th century 
pioneers. The nachos 
will not disappoint. 

209.258.7304

The Wall Bar 
This local’s base-area 
favorite offers upscale 
lunch and dinner with 
prominent mountain 

views. 209.258.7365

The Lodge at 
Kirkwood 

These family-oriented 
slopeside condos feature 
wood-burning fireplaces 
and spiral staircases at a 

welcoming price. 

The Mountain Club 
Stay in a hotel room or 
condo just steps from 

The Wall lift for storied 
mountain views and 
kitchenettes, as well 

as a wood sauna and 
outdoor hot tub. 

Snowcrest Lodge 
Luxurious down 

comforters, full kitchens, 
and views of Red Cliffs 
await in one- or two-

bedrooms units. 

Dining info at  
kirkwood.com; 
lodging info at 
800.967.7500, 

kirkwood.com/lodging 
–MM

EAT & STAY

OUTDOOR ED From top: Sign up for an Expedition: Kirkwood seminar to learn about 
backcountry safety—and find fresh tracks; Kirkwood channels its inner pirate. 




